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Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Atherton. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and  con- 
sideration the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
conditions  of  the  Urban  District  of  Atherton  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1966. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population 
showed  a continuing  increase  of  350  to  20.340.  The  decline  since 
1952  seems  almost  to  have  been  made  good  partly  by  natural 
increase  of  births  over  deaths  and  partly  by  the  habitation  of 
new  buildings.  The  birth  rate  of  22.1  per  1,000  population  is 
the  highest  recorded  for  many  years  but  unfortunately  this 
was  accompanied  by  an  increase  of  still  births  and  infant 
deaths.  Twelve  of  the  infants  died  within  the  first  month  and 
ten  of  these  within  the  first  week  of  life,  due  primarily  to 
prematurity  or  congenital  defects. 

The  main  causes  of  death  in  the  327  recorded,  followed  the 
national  pattern  — heart  and  vascular  disease,  cancer  and  res- 
piratory illness. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  replace  one  Public 
Health  Inspector  by  a full  time  Authorised  Meat  Officer  to 
undertake  meat  inspection  at  the  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district.  This  innovation  has  worked  most  successfully  and 
ensured  the  deployment  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  on 
functions  demanding  their  more  specialised  technical  training. 

Steady  progress  was  maintained  in  regard  to  atmospheric 
pollution  to  enable  the  No.  3 Smoke  Control  Area  to  become 
operative  in  1967. 

A preliminary  survey  of  much  substandard  housing  in 
Hindsford  was  undertaken  with  a view  to  subsequent  re- 
development and  this  project  continued  to  be  examined. 

In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  due  to  my  fellow  officers  in  all 
departments  for  their  co-operation,  and  to  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  consideration  and 
support  throughout  the  year. 

Yours  sincerely, 

E.  TAYLOR 
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SECTION  A 


Statistics 


SECTION  A 
STATISTICS 

General  Statistics 

Area  in  acres — 2,265. 

Population — 

1961  Census— 19,755. 

Mid-1966  Estimate — 20,340. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 7,230. 

Rateable  Value — £523,568  at  31st  December,  1966. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate — £1,980  at  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1966. 

Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births: — Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  220  195  415 

Illegitimate  8 9 17 

Total  ...  228  204  432 

Live  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  22.1 

Still  Births: — Males  Females  Total 

6 6 12 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  27.0 

Deaths — All  Causes: — Males  Females  Total 

144  183  327 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  16.1 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  13.7 

Maternal  Deaths  Nil 

Maternal  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  Nil 

Infant  Deaths — 

Under  1 year  of  age  16 

Under  4 weeks  of  age  12 

Under  1 week  of  age  10 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  37 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  27.8 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  23.1 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
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Live  birth  rate  (comparability  factor,  1.04) 
Death  rate  (comparability  factor,  0.85) 


TABLE  II 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1966 

Registrar  General’s  Return 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH  Males  Females 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 

„ other  1 

Syphilitic  Disease  1 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  Infections 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Measles  

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  3 3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  6 2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  10  9 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  

Diabetes  2 2 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 18  25 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  34  24 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  1 

Other  Heart  Disease  15  42 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  6 3 

Influenza  3 8 

Pneumonia  7 11 

Bronchitis  8 5 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  

Congenital  Malformations  3 2 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  14  30 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  3 1 

All  other  Accidents  2 7 

Suicide  1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  

TOTAL  144  183 
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TABLE  III 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth  and  death  rates,  together  with  case  rates  for  certain  infectious 
diseases,  for  England  and  Wales  in  the  year  1966. 
(Provisional  figures  based,  if  not  available  on  form  S.D.  55,  on  Registrar 
Generals  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 

Estimated  home  population  mid-1966 — 48,075,300. 


Births 

No. 

Hate  per  1,000 
home  population 

Live  Births  

850,000 

17.7 

Stillbirths  

13,300 

0.28 

Deaths 

15.4  (a) 

All  Causes  

563,626 

11.7 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  

2,353 

0.048 

Respiratory  

2,090 

0.043 

Non-Respiratory  

263 

0.005 

Cancer  (all  forms)  

108,142 

2.25 

Lung  and  bronchus  

27,019 

0.56 

Other  cancer  

81,123 

1.69 

Maternal  mortality  (total)  

223 

0.26  (a) 

Maternal  causes  (excluding  abortion) 

169 

0.20  (a) 

Due  to  abortion  

54 

0.06  (a) 

Infant  mortality 

16,147 

19.0  (b) 

Nco-natal  mortality  

10,934 

12.9  (b) 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  

9,447 

11.1  (b) 

Perinatal  mortality  

22,747 

26.3  (a) 

Notifications  (corrected) 

Typhoid  fever 

111 

0.002 

Paratyphoid  fever 

130 

0.003 

Meningococcal  infection  

405 

0.008 

Scarlet  fever  

21,231 

0.442 

Whooping  cough  

19,386 

0.402 

Diphtheria  

19 

0.000 

Erysipelas  

1,360 

0.028 

Smallpox  

62 

0.001 

Measles  

343,708 

7.149 

Acute  pneumonia  

8,027 

0.167 

Acute  poliomyelitis — Paralytic  

17 

0.000 

Non-paralytic  ... 

4 

0.000 

Acute  encephalitis — Infective  

84 

0.002 

Post-infectious  ... 

114 

0.002 

Dysentery  

21,420 

0.446 

Food  poisoning  

5,417 

0.113 

Puerperal  pyrexia  

8,913 

0.185 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  

12,372 

0.257 

Meninges  & C.N.S.  ... 

99 

0.002 

Other  

2,145 

0.045 

Anthrax  

10 

0.000 

(a)  Per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births.  (b)  Per  1,000  live  births. 
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SECTION  B 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
for  the  Area 


SECTION  B 
HEALTH  SERVICES 


Ambulance 

Atherton  Ambulance  Station,  Back  Orchard  Lane.  Tel. 
Swinton  4343. 

Care  of  Children — Children  Act,  1948 

Children’s  Committee,  Lancashire  County  Council.  Area 
Children’s  Officer:  Mr.  G.  Littlemore,  Williams  Deacons  Bank 
Chambers,  Leigh.  Tel.  Leigh  72206. 

1.  ANTE-NATAL 

Alder  House  Clinic. 

Each  Tuesday,  9-30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

2.  DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH,  TETANUS  AND 
POLIOMYELITIS  IMMUNISATION 

(i)  Every  Monday  and  Wednesday  afternoon  for  other 
than  poliomyelitis. 

(ii)  Poliomyelitis  (Oral  Vaccine)  Thursday  mornings, 
9-30  a.m.  to  11  a.m. 

(iii)  General  Practitioner  Service. 

3.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
Alder  House  Clinic. 

Each  Monday  and  Wednesday,  1-30  to  3-30  p.m. 

4.  OPHTHALMIC 

Alder  House  Clinic,  by  appointment. 

Each  Tuesday  morning. 

5.  ORTHOPAEDIC 

Elliot  Street  Clinic,  Tyldesley,  by  appointment. 

Second  Thursday  afternoon  of  each  month. 

6.  POST-NATAL 

Alder  House  Clinic. 

Each  Tuesday,  11  a.m. 

7.  SCHOOL  HEALTH  AND  MINOR  AILMENT 

Alder  House  Clinic. 

Each  Monday  and  Thursday  mornings. 
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8.  SPEECH  THERAPY 

Stonehouse  Clinic,  Leigh,  by  appointment. 

9.  CHEST  CLINIC 

Chest  Clinic,  Leigh  Infirmary,  Leigh. 

10.  VENEREAL  DISEASES 

(i)  Civic  Centre,  Bolton. 

Males:  Monday  to  Friday,  9-30  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m. 

Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday,  4-30  to  7 p.m. 
Females:  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday,  9-30  to 
11-30  a.m. 

Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday,  4-30  to  7 
p.m. 

(ii)  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan. 

Males:  Friday,  2 to  6-30  p.m. 

Females:  Wednesday,  2 to  6 p.m. 

(iii)  Leigh  Infirmary,  Leigh. 

Males  and  Females:  Monday,  9-30  to  10-30  a.m. 

Convalescence 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Lancashire  C.C.  through 
the  Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

Convalescent  Treatment 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
through  the  Local  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

Health  Visiting  Service 

Full-time  Health  Visitors/School  Nurses  are  employed  in  the 
area  by  the  Lancashire  C.C. 

Home  Help  Service 

Provided  by  the  Lancashire  C.C.  Apply  to  Divisional  Medical 
Officer,  Leigh  Road,  Leigh. 

Also  Fridays  only  at  Alder  House  Clinic. 

Home  Nursing  Service 

District  Nurses  employed  by  the  Lancashire  C.C.  are  available 
in  the  district. 
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Hospitals 

1.  GENERAL 

Leigh  Infirmary,  Atherleigh  Hospital,  Astley  Hospital. 

2.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Hulton  Lane  Fever  Hospital,  Bolton;  Whelley  Hospital, 
Wigan. 

3.  MATERNITY 

Billinge  Hospital,  Billinge. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Laboratories  at  Bolton,  Leigh  and 
Wigan  Infirmaries  and  the  Withington  Laboratory  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service. 

Maternity  Homes 

Firs  Maternity  Home,  Leigh. 

Midwifery  Service 

Domiciliary  midwives  employed  whole-time  in  the  area  by 
Lancashire  C.C. 

Nursing  Homes 

None  in  the  district. 

Unmarried  Mothers  and  Illegitimate  Children 

Provision  for  their  care  is  made  by  the  Lancashire  C.C.,  in 
conjunction  with  voluntary  organisations. 

Welfare  Services 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Lancashire  C.C. 
Residential  accommodation  under  Divisional  arrangements. 

X-ray  Facilities 

At  Leigh  and  Wigan  Infirmaries.  Facilities  for  special  chest 
cases  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Leigh  Infirmary,  Leigh. 
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SECTION  C 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases 


SECTION  C 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Diphtheria 

Again  a year  of  no  notifications  of  this  disease,  but 
immunisation  is  still  important  and  available  at  the  Alder 
House  Clinic. 

Dysentery 

No  cases  for  the  year,  and  such  cases  as  were  suspect  all 
proved  negative  on  examination. 

Erysipelas 

Five  cases,  one  under  25  years  of  age  and  four  in  the  over 
45  age  group. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  notified  for  the  year. 

Malaria 

No  notifications  received. 

Measles 

A total  of  173  cases,  whilst  being  almost  double  the  number 
of  the  previous  year,  is  not  considered  an  unduly  high  figure. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

No  cases  notified  for  the  year. 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

No  notifications  received. 

Pneumonia 

There  were  no  cases  of  acute  pneumonia,  primary  or 
influenzal,  notified  during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  for  the  year.  Oral  vaccine  for  this 
disease  is  available  at  the  Alder  House  Clinic. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

No  notified  cases  of  this  disease  for  the  year. 

21 


Scarlet  Fever 

55  cases  notified,  of  which  46  were  in  the  under  five  years 
age  group. 

Smallpox 

No  cases  or  contacts  notified  for  the  year. 

Tuberculosis 

Seven  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  reported  for  the 
year.  Of  cases  on  the  register  there  was  one  male  death  during 
the  year. 

Typhoid  Fever 

No  cases  and  no  notifications  received. 

Whooping  Cough 

21  cases  notified,  with  an  even  distribution  in  the  age  groups 
up  to  five  years. 
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TABLE  V Table  relating  to  Vital  Statistics  and  Notified  infectious  Diseases  in  other  years 
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SECTION  D 

Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  Area 


SECTION  D 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  Manchester  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  and  the  source 
of  supply  is  the  Thirlmere  and  Haweswater  catchments.  There 
are  no  private  wells  in  the  district. 

The  quality,  pressure  and  sufficiency  of  the  supply  through- 
out the  year  has  been  good  and  has  been  beset  with  only  minor 
fluctuations  of  supply  or  colour  due  to  burst  mains  or  flushings. 
These  have  invariably  been  rectified  with  a minimum  of  delay 
or  inconvenience. 

All  water  samples  taken  by  the  department  and  submitted 
for  analysis  have  given  satisfactory  readings. 

Streams 

The  streams  and  watercourses  in  the  area  whilst  pre- 
senting an  unsightly  aesthetic  picture,  are  not  proven  to  be 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health.  The  accumulation  of  debris 
in  these  watercourses  certainly  impedes  the  flow  and  as  these 
brooks  receive  sewer  storm  water  overflow,  inspection  has  to 
be  maintained  to  ensure  that  they  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  Act.  In  this  matter  there 
has  to  be  liaison  between  this  authority  and  the  Mersey  and 
Weaver  Rivers  Board  authority,  but  the  problem  of  cleaning 
and  maintaining  a clear  watercourse  still  remains. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  sewage  of  the  town  is  dealt  with  by  the  Leigh  & 
Atherton  Joint  Sewerage  Board  at  the  Sewage  Works  on  the 
Leigh  Atherton  Boundary.  These  works  have  recently  been 
improved  and  modernised  to  cope  with  the  demand. 

With  minor  exceptions  the  whole  of  the  town  is  served  by 
public  sewers  consisting  mainly  of  the  combined  system,  but 
the  Byelaws  made  under  the  Plighways  Act,  1959,  as  extended 
by  Section  50  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  now  demands  a 
separate  surface  water  system,  which  is  brought  into  being  on 
all  newly  developed  sites.  All  schemes  involving  sewers  are 
dealt  with  by  the  Surveyor  to  the  Council. 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

At  the  end  of  1966  the  approximate  numbers  and  types  of 


closet  accommodation  were  as  follows: 

Number  of  Privy  Middens  Nil 

Number  of  Pail  Closets  1 

Number  of  Trough  Closets  Nil 

Number  of  Waste  -Water  Closets  259 

Number  of  Freshwater  Closets  8,186 

Number  of  Dry  Ashpits  Nil 

Number  of  Moveable  Ashbins  7,550 

Number  of  Houses  on  Water  Carriage 

System  7,230 
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Conversions  during  1966: 

Number  of  Waste  Water  Closets  to  Fresh- 
water Closets  11 

Number  of  Waste  Water  Closets  Demolished  23 

It  is  felt  that  attention  should  be  drawn  to  the  total  number 
of  waste  water  closets  remaining  in  the  district.  The  present 
estimated  figure  is  259  and  it  seems  clear  that,  as  an  average  of 
about  ten  are  voluntarily  converted  each  year,  unless  some 
more  realistic  and  constructive  scheme  is  adopted,  several 
decades  will  elapse  before  the  town  sees  the  last  of  these 
museum  pieces. 

Disinfestation 

Disinfestation  of  infested  premises  and  articles  is  carried 
out  by  the  trained  staff  of  the  department.  Materials  at  present 
in  use  are  the  D.D.T./Malathion  residual  spray  insecticides  and 
Dethlac  lacquer  aerosols.  They  have  proved  most  effective  on 
the  total  of  five  dwellings  so  treated  during  the  year.  Grossly 
infested  articles  have  been  removed  and  destroyed  with  the 
consent  and  co-operation  of  the  persons  concerned.  All  such 
service  is  carried  out  free  of  charge. 

In  factories  and  warehouses  where  the  department  have 
been  called  upon  to  treat  for  beetle  or  mite  infestation,  this 
has  been  done  on  a charge  basis  for  the  material  and  labour 
involved. 

No  disinfecting  was  required  throughout  the  year,  but 
such  service  is  readily  offered  to  us  through  the  co-operation 
of  the  Bolton  Borough  Authority  at  their  cleansing  centre. 

Public  Cleansing 

A re-appraisal  of  the  service  resulted  in  the  disposal  of 
the  older  side  loading  vehicle  and  the  purchase  of  a rear  loading 
Pakamatic  type  of  vehicle. 

A weekly  collection  is  in  operation  using  two  Pakamatic 
type  of  machines  and  one  side  loader  capable  of  entering  the 
smaller  back  alleyways. 

Seasonal  holidays,  vehicle  breakdowns,  and  staff  problems 
beset  this  service  throughout  the  year.  Disruptions  therefore 
do  occur  and  have  to  be  overcome  with  a minimum  of  delay 
and  inconvenience  which  regrettably  follows  such  periods. 

Disposal  too  saw  its  problems  at  the  Swan  Island  tipping 
area.  The  absence  of  a machine  at  the  disposal  point  for  most 
of  the  working  day  brings  complaints  of  loose  paper  blowing 
about  and  the  loose  uncompacted  refuse  is  prone  to  fire  risk. 
These  inherent  problems  have  been  met  in  part  with  the 
employment  of  a contract  hire  machine  on  an  hourly  basis. 

Waste  paper  continues  to  be  salvaged.  It  is  baled  and 
despatched  from  the  depot,  reducing  bulky  unsightly  and  com- 
bustible material  from  the  tip,  while  bringing  in  an  income  of 
£1,257  for  the  year. 
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Factories  and  Workplaces 

Visits  to  factories  continued  throughout  the  year  and 
generally  the  standard  of  conditions  were  found  to  be  good. 

Some  re-building  and  improvements  have  been  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale,  while  some  remedies  and  repairs  called  for  have 
been  simply  an  oversight  or  lack  of  routine  maintenance. 

It  is  not  discouraging  work:  for  the  Management  are  very 
conscious  of  their  liabilities  and  commitments  and  a sense  of 
satisfaction  is  achieved  when  conditions  are  improved  following 
inspection  visits. 

Table  VI  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961,  is  appended. 

Rodent  Control 

A full  time  rodent  operator  is  employed  and  throughout  the 
year  he  meets  the  demands  of  the  householders,  shops,  factories 
and  sewer  treatments. 

The  former  are  dealt  with  free  of  charge  and  every  endea- 
vour is  made  to  meet  the  complaints  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Factories  are  dealt  with  on  a charge  basis  and  a number  of 
such  businesses  maintain  a monthly  contract  with  the  depart- 
ment. 

The  sewers  of  the  town  are  dealt  with  every  half  year 
and  baiting  and  results  are  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  The  technique  of  baiting  and 
survey  is  as  laid  down  in  the  various  regulations  and  memor- 
anda. 

The  rodent  population  is  not  considered  unduly  excessive 
but  it  is  accepted  that  certain  areas  and  locations  are  more 
heavily  infested  than  others.  Action  accordingly  is  taken. 

Warfarin  bait  and  sewer  bags  remain  in  use  and  as  no 
Warfarin  resistance  appears  to  be  present,  then  no  change  of 
bait  is  as  yet  contemplated. 

A summary  of  the  results  of  the  year’s  activities  (Table  VII) 
shows  that  an  average  of  less  than  two  complaints  per  week 
is  met  with,  but  a survey  of  a complaint  could  well  result  in 
six  or  eight  house  areas  being  investigated  to  determine  the  root 
cause  of  the  infestation. 

Swimming  Baths 

The  Council-owned  public  swimming  baths  is  situated  in 
Mayfield  Street,  in  the  town  central  area. 

It  is  open  on  seven  days  per  week  except  for  a short  winter 
maintenance  period,  and  it  is  managed  by  a fully  qualified  baths 
superintendent. 

The  plunge  is  75  feet  long  by  30  feet  wide  and  holds  some 
76,000  gallons  of  water.  The  water  is  town  mains  supply  and  is 
filtered  and  treated  prior  to  entry.  The  water  passes  through 
the  plunge  on  a continuous  flow  and  the  turnover  period  is 
approximately  every  three  hours. 
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Examination  and  chlorine  dosage  is  carried  out  daily  and 
the  superintendent  aims  at  a breakpoint  chlorination  reading  of 
round  about  two  parts  per  million. 

All  samples  and  tests  are  recorded  and  water  sample 
specimens  submitted  for  analysis  have  given  satisfactory 
bacteriological  readings. 

Schools 

The  schools  in  the  district  are  all  reasonably  well  main- 
tained, are  all  on  the  main  water  supply  system  and  all 
drainage  is  connected  to  the  main  sewers. 

Standards  of  W.C.  accommodation,  drinking  water  facilities, 
hot  and  cold  water  supply,  wash  hand  basins  and  playing  areas 
vary  with  the  age  of  the  building  and  its  location,  and  whilst 
it  can  be  readily  admitted  that  in  one  aspect  or  another  im- 
provement would  be  welcome  it  is  often  a vexted  question  of 
space.  Classroom  space  can  not  be  surrendered  to  providing 
covered  W.C.  and  washing  facilities. 

Indeed,  the  partaking  of  school  meals  is  fraught  with  this 
difficulty  of  space  and  accommodation  and  it  is  often  only 
overcome  by  the  ingenuity  of  the  staff. 

The  meals  and  the  school  milk  services  functioned  quite 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

One  modern  new  school  is  now  nearing  completion. 

Offensive  Trades 

There  are  no  offensive  trade  establishments  in  the  town. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

There  are  no  houses  let  in  lodgings,  nor  any  lodging  houses 
in  the  district. 

Rag  Flock  Act 

One  shop  only  is  registered  under  this  Act,  and  the  wider 
use  of  modern  synthetic  products  affords  a greater  measure  of 
control. 
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TABLE  VI 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities  ... 


Number  Number 

Number  Number  of  of 

on  of  Written  Ocou/pier* 

Register  Inspections  Notices  prosecuted 


7 9 1 — 


(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  73  88  7 


(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers’  Premises)  ,3  5 


Total  ...  83  102  8 


Defects  Found  in  Factories  and  Workshops 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  and  Factory  Acts — 


Want  of  Cleanliness 

Inadequate  Ventilation  

Unreasonable  Temperature 

Drainage  of  Floors  

Overcrowding  

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  . 
Other  Offences  against  the 
Act  

Total  . . . 


Found 

Abated 

Referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector 

8 

8 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

14 

14 

2 





___ 

— 

— 

— 

27 

26 

2 
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TABLE  VII 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 
Non- 

Agricultural  Agricultural 

(I)  Number  of  Rodent  Operatives 
employed — One. 


(II)  Properties  other  than  Sewers: 

(a)  Number  of  properties  in 

district  8598  12 

(b)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  following  notifica- 
tion   305  3 

(c)  Number  of  (b)  infested  by 

rats  209  3 

mice  96  — 


(d)  Number  of  properties  in- 


spected for  rats  and  for  mice 
for  reasons  other  than 
notification  4 

(e)  Number  of  (d)  infected  by 

rats  2 

mice  2 


(III)  Sewer  Treatment — 

The  sewers  of  the  town  were  treated  twice  during  the 
year. 
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SECTION  E 


Inspection  and  Supervision 
of  Food 


. 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Places  under  Inspection 

The  number  of  food  premises,  by  type  of  business,  at  end  of 


1966  were  as  follows: 

Grocers  87 

Bakers  and/or  Confectioners 18 

Confectioners  (sweets,  minerals,  ice  cream), 

etc 41 

Fried  Fish  Shops  17 

Meat  Shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked 

meat,  tripe,  etc.)  21 

Greengrocers  9 

Fishmongers  5 

Canteens,  Snack  Bars  and  Licensed  Premises  48 
Others  3 


Premises  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act,  1951, 
include: — 

No.  of  No.  of  Inspection;, 
Premises  during  1966 


Hawkers — Fish,  Fruit  and  Vegetables  5 13 

„ Meat  and  Meat  Products  ...  3 7 

Bakehouses  10  35 

Fried  Fish  Shops  17  27 

Cooked  Meat  Preparing  Premises  ...  3 9 

Sausages,  etc.,  Preparing  Premises  ...  16  26 

Ice  Cream  Shops 48  67 


Food  Premises 

The  food  shops,  food  preparing  premises,  wholesale  food 
depots  and  catering  departments  were  all  subject  to  visits  and 
inspection  throughout  the  year. 

Cleanliness  of  the  premises,  wearing  apparel  and  the  pro- 
vision of  facilities  for  washing  equipment,  W.C.  accommodation 
and  hand  washing,  the  temperature,  ventilation  and  first  aid 
equipment,  the  code  of  practice  and  food  storage,  are  all 
essential  aspects  in  the  handling,  production  and  despatch  of 
clean  food. 
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The  standard  in  many  places  is  very  good  indeed,  whilst 
conversely  some  of  the  older  premises  call  for  more  stringent 
attention  in  an  effort  to  maintain  a good  standard  of  hygiene. 
It  seems  inevitable  that  most  of  the  infringements  occur  in 
these  latter  premises  and  it  must  be  that  the  more  run  down 
and  badly  arranged  the  stores  and  premises  are,  that  staff  in 
these  premises  get  somewhat  discouraged  in  trying  to  maintain 
a high  standard  of  cleanliness. 

The  sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs  in  the  food  premises  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Officers  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council. 

These  officers,  in  collaboration  with  the  Health  Department, 
were  responsible  throughout  the  year  for  taking  action  against 
traders  in  cases  involving  foreign  material  in  the  various  pro- 
ducts. Three  such  cases  during  the  year  were  dealt  with  at 
the  Courts  and  resulted  in  prosecution  for  the  offence.  Details 
are  embodied  in  the  later  pages  of  this  report. 

Slaughterhouses 

The  two  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  in  the  district 
continued  to  operate  throughout  the  year  and  slaughtering  is 
carried  out  daily  from  Monday  to  Saturday  inclusive. 

Inspection  and  marking  of  all  carcase  meat  is  carried  out 
by  the  authorised  officer  employed  for  this  purpose  and  relief  is 
afforded  this  officer  by  the  two  qualified  health  inspectors  on 
a rota  basis. 

Due  to  change  of  ownership  at  the  larger  of  the  two  establish- 
ments, the  throughput  of  animals  has  reduced  and  a variance 
of  the  trade  requirement  is  now  a demand  for  a quality  carcase 
of  a very  high  standard. 

There  remains  still  the  licence  to  slaughter  Irish  imported 
cattle  but  the  number  of  these  has  also  reduced. 

At  the  smaller  concern  a change  of  ownership  there  caused  a 
renewal  and  renovation  of  some  of  the  older  worn  out  appliances 
and  structures,  being  most  helpful  in  the  production  of  clean 
carcase  meat  and  also  assisting  the  lot  of  the  inspector  on  duty 
in  carrying  out  his  job. 

A total  of  12.138  bovines  were  slaughtered  at  both  establish- 
ments and  with  tuberculosis  not  now  being  met  with,  the  main 
condemnation  conditions  are  attributable  to  emaciation  with 
oedema,  septic  conditions  and  generalised  bruising. 

Details  of  all  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  are  shown 
herewith. 
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Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

No.  Slaughtered  

(excl. 

cows) 

4444 

7694 

460 

22055 

134 

No.  Inspected  

4444 

7694 

460 

22055 

134 

All  Diseases  other  than  T.B. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

8 

47 

14 

62 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1847 

4989 

45 

6710 

28 

Percentage  of  No.  Inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis  

41.5 

64.8 

9.7 

30.4 

20.8 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
(Irish)  

Carcases  of  which  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Milk  Supply 


The  issue  of  licences  for  the  production  and  selling  of  milk 
is  with  the  County  Council  Authority,  while  the  local  authority 
maintain  the  register  of  such  within  their  district. 

The  school  milk  service  is  managed  and  controlled  by  con- 
tract under  the  direction  of  the  County  Council. 

The  County  sampling  officers  test  and  examine  milks  under 
the  Food  & Drugs  Act  for  its  chemical  standard  and  results  of 
such  sampling  is  shown  in  the  later  pages  of  this  report. 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  are  taken  by  the 
Health  Department  staff  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
laboratories  at  Wythenshawe.  Results  were  satisfactory  indeed 


and 

are  also  shown  in  this  report. 

(1) 

Samples  for  biological  ex- 
amination: 

Total  No. 
of  Samples 

Positive 

RESULT 

Negative 

Void 

(a)  Tuberculosis  

(b)  Brucellosis: 

10 

— 

5 

5 

Ring  Test  

10 

5 

5 

— 

Culture  Test 

10 

— 

10 

— 

(2) 

Biological  Test  

Raw  Milk: 

No. 

of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

RESULT 

Unsatisfactory 

Void 

(3) 

Methylene  Blue  Test  

Heat  Treated  Milk: 

12 

10 

2 

— 

(a)  Methylene  Blue  Test 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(b)  Phosphatase  Test  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 
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Food  Inspection 

There  has  been  no  occasion  for  statutory  action  in  dealing 
with  food  unfit  for  human  consumption,  as  all  listed  condemned 
food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  wholesaler  or  merchant 
concerned.  The  condemnation  arises  by  reason  of  putrefaction, 
blown,  burst,  or  punctured  tins,  and  in  noncanned  goods  by 
spoilage  or  decomposition. 

All  such  condemned  foods  are  collected  by  the  department 
vehicles  and  staff,  and  disposed  of  by  incineration. 

Quantities  of  such  condemned  food  is  given  as: 


No.  Weight 

Poultry  (turkeys,  chickens  and  ducklings)  ...  55  419  lbs. 

Pre  Packed  Meats  (shin  beef,  sausage  and 

lamb  chops)  cartons  314  lbs. 

Cheese  1 40  lbs. 

Tinned  Meats  227  253  lbs. 

Tinned  Fruits  388  412  lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables  135  120  lbs. 

Others  (fish,  tomatoes,  etc.)  395  249  lbs. 


FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

A total  of  88  samples  was  obtained  comprising  52  milks  (of 
which  one  was  Channel  Island’s  milk)  and  36  others  as  follows: 


2 Bread 

1 Liquid  paraffin  B.F 
1 Glycerin  B.P. 

1 Aspirin  tablets  B.P 
1 Cough  sweets 
1 Raising  flour 
1 Cheese  spread 
1 Cake  mixture, 
sweetened 
1 Sponge  cake  and 
sponge  pudding 
mix,  sweetened 
1 Penicillin  tablets 


1 Boric  acid 
. ointment  B.P. 

1 Arrowroot 
. 3 Tomato  paste, 
canned 

1 Bottled  fish 

2 Fruit  juice,  canned 
1 Ravioli,  canned 

1 Fruit  tart 

2 Cornflour 
1 Olive  oil 

1 Dried  vegetables 

2 Tomato  paste 


1 Sodium  Bicarbonate 

1 Fried  chipped 
potatoes 

2 Dried  fruit 

1 Beans,  frankfurters 
and  kidneys,  canned 

1 Vegetables, 
canned 

1 Curry  powder 

1 Cheese  sauce, 
canned 

1 Macaroni  dinner 
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I give  below  details  of  those  samples  upon  which  the  County 
Analyst  gave  adverse  reports: 


Type  of  Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Action  Taken 

Bread 

Contained  absorbent 

cotton  lint 

Prosecution:  defendant 
fined  £10  with  £7  15s. 
costs 

Formal  milk 

Fat  2.95%.  Deficient 
1.6%  fat 

Vendor  notified 

Formal  milk 

Fat  2.90%.  Deficient 
3.3%  fat 

Vendor  notified 

Informal  milk 

Slight  taste  of  lubrica- 
ting oil,  no  odour 

Dairy  cautioned 

Informal  milk 

Slight  taste  of  lubrica- 
ting oil,  no  odour 

Dairy  cautioned 

Fruit  tart 

Infested  with  mould 

Prosecution:  defendant 
fined  £5  with  £12  16s. 
costs 

Tomato  paste 

Contained  354  parts  per 
million  of  tin.  Recom- 
mended maximum  limit 
250  parts  per  million 

Further  sample 
obtained 

Fried  chipped 
potatoes 

Contained  a cockroach 

Prosecution:  defendant 
fined  £10  with  £11  14s. 
costs 

Fruit,  dried, 
glace  cherries 

Contained  70  parts  per 
million  of  non-permit- 
ted  preservative  Ben- 
zoic Acid 

Manufacturer 

cautioned 

Tomato  paste, 
canned 

Contained  360  parts  per 
million  of  tin.  Recom- 
mended maximum  limit 
250  parts  per  million 

No  action  taken 

Tomato  paste, 
canned 

Contained  360  parts  per 
million  of  tin.  Recom- 
mended maximum  limit 
250  parts  per  million 

Remaining  stock  with- 
drawn and  importers 
notified 

Bread 

Contained  23  milligrams 

Bakers  cautioned  and 

of  dough  discoloured  complainant  informed 

with  0.035  milligram  of 

iron  and  containing  five 

vegetable  bristles  up  to 

7.5  millimetres  in  length 
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SECTION  F 
Housing 


SECTION  F 


HOUSING 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected  Houses  Flats 

during  the  year: — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  90  — 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  — — 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  130  — 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year:— 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  337 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal, 

made  for  the  purpose  491 


(2)  Dwelling-houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being  ren- 
dered fit: 


(a)  Number  dealt  with  during  the  year  29 

(b)  Number  (or  estimated  number)  at  end  of  year  49 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  during  the  year 
to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  257 


2.  Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act,  1957  and  1961): — 

( 1 ) N umber  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  during  year : 


(a)  Unfit  houses  44 

(b)  Other  houses  — 

(2)  Number  of  persons  displaced  43 

(3)  Families  27 


3. 


Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas: — 


No.  of 
houses 

(1)  Houses  demolished  or  closed  during  year: — 
Housing  Act,  1957: — 


No.  of 
persons 
displaced 


(i)  Demolished  as  a result  of  for- 


mal or  informal  procedure  5 10 

(ii)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an 
undertaking  given  by  owners 
under  Section  16  and  still  in 
force  7 16 
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(2)  Repairs  during  the  year: — 


*No.  of 
houses 

(a)  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  during  the  period  as  a 
result  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts  67 

(b)  Public  Health  Acts — action  after  service  of 
formal  notice — Houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied: — 

(i)  By  owners  2 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

(c)  Housing  Act,  1957 — action  after  service  of  for- 
mal notice  (Sections  9.  10,  11): — 

Houses  made  fit: — 

(i)  By  owners  2 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 


4.  Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use  (Housing  Repairs  anti 

Rents  Act,  1954): — 

(1)  Number  of  houses  at  end  of  year  retained  for 

temporary  accommodation  and  approved  for  grant 
under  Section  7 Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  dwellings  contained  in  (1)  above  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  houses  at  end  of  year  licensed  for 

temporary  occupation  (Section  6)  Nil 


"A  defective  house  remedied  more  than  once  during  the  year 
is  included  once  only. 

Housing  Act,  1949— Improvement  Grants,  etc. 

Action  during  the  year: — 

No.  of 

No.  of  Dwellings 
Schemes  Affected 

(a)  Submitted  by  private  individuals  to 


Local  Authority  10  10 

(b)  Approved  by  Local  Authority  8 8 

(c)  Submitted  by  L.A.  to  Ministry  — — 

(d)  Approved  by  the  Ministry  — — 

(e)  Works  completed  (1965  and  1966)  21  21 


(Includes  approvals  in  1965  and  completed  in  1966) 
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House  Purchase  & Housing  Act,  1959 — 

Standard  Grants— 

No.  of 
Dwellings 
Affected 


(a)  Applications  submitted  to  L.A 157 

(b)  Applications  approved  by  L.A 135 

(c)  Work  completed  55 

General  Inspections 

Houses  (including  re-visits)  1531 

Schools  18 

Factories  and  workplaces  104 

Bakehouses  175 

Food  preparing  premises  and  shops  194 

Miscellaneous,  etc 507 

Slaughterhouses  4 

Inspectorial  763 

2296 


In  connection  with  these  inspections,  the  following  nuisances 
and  defects  were  found  and  remedied,  viz.: — 

Found  Remedied 


House  roofs  in  need  of  repair  97  95 

Defective  W.C.s  81  81 

Choked  or  defective  drains  32  32 

Insanitary  conditions  of  yards  2 2 

Defective  plaster  on  walls,  etc 78  73 

House  walls  damp  88  83 

Defective  eaves  gutters  28  26 

Defective  windows,  etc 39  35 

Animals  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance  1 1 

Miscellaneous  (floors,  stairs,  etc.)  81  79 


527  507 


Arising  from  these  nuisances  and  defects,  the  following 
notices  were  served,  viz.: 


Informal  179 

Statutory  8 
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GENERAL— Conditions  and  Observations 


Atherton  has  a population  of  20,340  inhabitants,  an  acreage 
of  2,265,  with  7,230  houses  on  the  rate  books  and  a rateable  value 
as  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  £523,568.  The  product  of  Id.  Rate  is 
£1,980. 

The  industries  are  a diminishing  number  of  cotton  mills, 
nut  and  bolts  manufacture,  engineering,  the  Lancashire  United 
Transport  undertaking,  electrical  components  and  smaller 
factories  engaged  in  varied  and  associated  trades.  There  are 
not  now  any  active  coal  mines  in  the  area. 

Environmental  health  in  the  form  of  better  housing  standards 
continues  to  be  vigorously  pursued.  Older  unfit  properties  are 
dealt  with  by  way  of  demolition  and  contracts  for  new  houses 
continue  to  be  set  to  meet  this. 

The  Council  embarked  on  a most  worthwhile  scheme  of 
modernising  some  of  its  pre-war  Council  houses  and  progress 
has  been  good.  The  resultant  change  from  the  old  to  the  newly 
modernised  dwelling  is  very  pleasing  indeed,  giving  a far 
better  standard  of  comfort  and  living  conditions  to  those 
occupants. 

New  developments  are  also  in  hand  in  providing  further 
accommodation  for  the  aged  people,  and  flats  and  flatlets  are  in 
course  of  erection.  These  broadly  follow  the  other  schemes 
already  established  and  functioning  admirably. 

A survey  of  the  area  of  Hindsford  was  carried  out  to  phase 
the  area  for  slum  clearance  procedure  over  a period  of  15  years. 
Some  400  houses  will  thus  be  dealt  with  in  this  project. 

The  number  of  Council  houses  now  is  close  on  two  and  a half 
thousand  with  developments  in  the  north,  east  and  south  of 
the  town. 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  No.  3 Smoke  Control 
Area  on  the  1st  November,  1967,  the  number  of  houses  in  the 
town  covered  by  smoke  control  orders  will  be  2,089,  which  is 
roughly  one-third  of  the  town.  There  is  no  room  for  complacency, 
however,  until  the  whole  of  the  town  is  embraced  by  smoke 
control  orders  and  there  should  be  no  relaxation  of  effort  in  the 
furtherance  of  this  objective. 


46 


SECTION  0 

Atmospheric  Pollution  and 
Smoke  Abatement 


SECTION  G 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  Atherton  No.  3 Smoke  Control  Area  will  become 
operative  on  the  1st  November,  1967. 

The  three  areas  now  cover  from  the  west  of  the  town  and 
up  towards  the  town  centre  with  the  periphery  running  on  the 
west  and  north  boundary.  The  acreage  covered  is  roughly  1,400 
acres  and  a total  of  2,089  dwellings.  This  comprises  approxi- 
mately one-third  of  the  town. 

A look  into  the  future  zones  will  be  undertaken  during  the 
year  and  representation  made  to  the  Council  for  the  introduction 
of  the  No.  4 Zone. 

Atmospheric  readings  are  taken  daily  at  two  stations  in  the 
town  and  recordings  submitted  to  the  D.S.I.R.  Laboratory  at 
Warren  Springs,  for  National  statistical  purposes. 

It  is  truly  hoped  from  a look  at  the  comparative  figures  that 
the  introduction  of  Smokeless  Zones  is  directly  responsible  for 
the  pleasing  reduction  in  pollution  and  a table  of  the  figures 
over  the  past  three  years  is  reproduced  for  information.  It  will 
be  noted  that  the  greatest  beneficial  improvement  can  be 
readily  assessed  during  the  previous  heavy  coal  burning  winter 
months  of  October  to  March. 

(1)  Table  showing  the  average  daily  amount  of  pollution  for  the 

year  1966: 

Average  daily  amounts  of  pollution 
in  microgrammes  per  cubic  metre 
of  air 


Smoke  Sulphur  Dioxide 


Town 

Parks 

Town 

Parks 

Hall 

Garage 

Hall 

Garage 

January  

310 

322 

260 

170 

February  

234 

199 

194 

132 

March  

212 

111 

165 

61 

April  

145 

128 

143 

108 

May  

95 

53 

147 

88 

June  

58 

32 

99 

65 

July  

30 

23 

47 

38 

August  

87 

63 

102 

54 

September  .. 

131 

99 

166 

99 

October  

193 

171 

203 

91 

November 

223 

199 

196 

83 

December 

198 

135 

184 

52 

(2)  Tables  for  1963,  1964,  and  1965  overleaf. 
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Tables  showing  the  average  daily  amount  of  pollution  for  the 
years  1963, 1964, 1965,  expressed  as  microgrammes  per  cubic  metre 
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November  ...  341  291  159  93  370  365  236  120  274  349  220  167 

December  ...  414  418  315  194  340  387  304  137  232  295  347  103 


4 


